Kingsmills Primary School

 ‘Play, discover, learn, grow’
Newsletter – February 2022
Half-Term
We will be closed from Monday 14th - Friday 18th February for half term. School will reopen on Monday 21st February. 
Fire Safety

The local fire safety education officer will be coming to school on Friday 4th February, to teach the P3-5 class all about the dangers of fire. 

Sentinus STEM Workshop

Sentinus will be visiting the P6-7 class on Monday 7th February to make and look at renewable sources of energy. The children will be making wind turbines and learning about how they can contribute to a better climate.

Internet Safety Day
The whole school will be taking part in Internet Safety Day on Tuesday 8th February. The children will be completing quizzes and activities and will be learning how to keep safe online. 

P3-5 Trip

P3-5 is travelling to Armagh Museum on Thursday 10th February to see their collection of toys. They are studying toys in WAU and will be furthering their knowledge of how they have developed and changed over the years.

They will be leaving school at 9.30am and will be returning to school for lunchtime.
Admissions
Applications for admission to Post Primary Schools are to be completed online this year. Applications open on 1st February 12 noon and will remain open until 12 noon on 28th February. If anyone would like assistance with the online system, please contact the school and we can provide support in this process.
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Valentine’s Colouring Competition

The School Council are having a Valentine’s Colouring Competition. 
Entries are 50p each. Prizes will be awarded for each category: Reception and P1, P2 and 3, P4 and 5 and P6 and 7. 
Half Term Party
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The School Council have planned a party for the final day of this half term - Friday 11th February. Individual parties will be held in each class. Prizes for the colouring competition will be awarded at the party.

Friday 11th February will be a non-uniform day.
Absences

A reminder to all parents that when a child is absent, school needs to have a written note explaining the reason for the absence to keep our records accurate. 
Lateness

Please have your child at school by 8.40am each morning. Lateness will affect your child’s attendance record and their overall percentage. The EWO (Education Welfare Officer) will become involved if the percentage attendance drops below the threshold, she monitors this remotely. Lateness means children miss the beginning of class and they interrupt others on their arrival. 
Mid-term Reports

Your child will receive his/her mid-term report on 25th February. Please complete the reply slip to indicate that you have read the report and to inform us, if you wish to meet their teacher for any further discussion about your child’s progress. Teachers will be available on Monday 28th and Tuesday 1st March for interviews. To facilitate this, all pupils will finish school at 1:15pm on those days. There will be no after-school club on the Tuesday afternoon.
Compass North

Fitness coach Nicola Sloan will be back in school after half term so the children can continue to enjoy fitness and dance classes. She will be with us until Easter. 
Please wear P.E kit on these days.

After School Clubs 
Monday
Debutkids Drama Club: P1/2- 1.15pm- 2.15pm. P3-7: 2.30pm - 3.30pm. It will be continuing after half term. Further information will follow.
Tuesday 
Multi-sports Club for all pupils will continue with Healthy Kidz after half term. Further details to follow.
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Wednesday 
Construction Club will run with on [image: image6.jpg]9974906533 www.gograph.com



Wednesday afternoons for the P1/2 class from 1.15pm- 2.15pm. It will run from 23rd February for 6 weeks. 
Thursday
Lego Masters will run with Mrs Scroggie for P3- P7 from 2.30pm- 3.30pm. It will start on 24th February and will run for 6 weeks
Friday

Swimming will continue to run every other week until Friday 8th April. The children will be travelling to Newry Leisure centre. They will leave school at 10.45am and will return for 12.15pm.
Fiddle Lessons
Fiddle lessons will continue with Keith on Wednesday afternoons.
Piano Lessons
Piano lessons will continue with Kerry on Monday mornings. 
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Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club continues each morning from 7:30am until 8:25am. 
School Website and Facebook Page
Please continue to log on to our school website at www.kingsmillsps.co.uk and check out our Facebook page. These will keep you updated with all school activities and events.
School closures
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Should the school need to close due to adverse weather, it will be announced through our website www.kingsmillsps.co.uk and we will contact parents by our text messaging service. Notification will also be posted on our Facebook page. 

Information for parents regarding reasons for school closures, such as weather, electricity failure etc. is available on the NI Direct website at 
www.education-ni.govuk/publications/checklist-exceptional-closure-schools  

Many thanks

G Harrison Principal)
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